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century ago, several expedients were discovered by
which some of these difficulties may be greatly miti-
gated and some altogether overcome.

The publication of the substance of these Essays
in the " Quarterly Keview," besides giving me a larger
audience than could be expected for a dissertation on
abstract and general Politics which had little direct
bearing on the eager controversies of Party, has
gained for me the further advantage of a number of
criticisms which reached me before this volume took
Its final shape. At the head of these I must place a
series of observations with which Lord Acton has
favoured me. I have freely availed myself of these
results of his great learning and profound thought.

H. S. MAINE.
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